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illustrated. 1847 edition. Excerpt: . . . powers, even aFer the English army had separated from him, in the
expectation of a suspension of arms. The marechal de Villars engaged him, on the 24th of July, in the
memorable battle of Denain, the success of which had so much influence on the progress of the negociations.
On the 3rd of July, the king of Spain had read to his council a solemn declaration announcing his resolution to
facilitate the conclusion of the proposed peace, by the renunciation which was required of him. He would do it,
he said, in order that the Spanish monarchy might be assured to his descendants. On the 8th of July he signed a
decree, of which the preamble is thus conceived: --The assurance that the crowns of Spain and France should
never be placed on one and the same head has been one of the principal and most powerful motives of the war
xchich has aJlicted Europe to the present day: it has been also as the preliminary in the views which have been
entertained for peace, and especially in the propositions which have been recently made in England. It is upon
that that the foundation of this work has been placed, and it has been judged requisite to establish the certainty
that at no time, nor by any incident and event that may be, shall the two monarchies be united in one and the
same person; and it is upon this point and upon others...
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