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Atlanta is the result of a railroad accident - of a collision between swiI-tooted progress, the forerunner of
railroad development, and that slow moving conservatism which sees danger in the shadow that follows every
form of progress. Early in the railroad history of the State, it became apparent that the most important roads
then projected, would meet near this spot. The necessity of connecting the South Atlantic sea ports with the
Mississippi Valley, commanded the attention of the leading men qf the South. A committee of the Legislature, in
an able report, urged that this State should build a grand trunk line, from a point on the Tennessee river near
Lookout Mountain, to a point near the southeastern bank of the Chattahoochee, and branches thence to her
important towns, which, like veins of the human body, should lead to a common center. The widespread
sentiment in favor of reaching out to the West, resulted in the Act for building the Western and Atlantic
Railroad, and in an invitation to the roads projected in the State, to meet the grand trunk at its eastern
terminus At that time Decatur was one of the prosperous towns of Georgia; the county seat of a large county,
which included the land on which Atlanta is situated, arid stretched westward to the Chattahoochee river. About
the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art...
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