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will soon be the largest. So, the important question is to see how we can and should compete, but we also need
to make certain that that competition takes place on a level playing field. We need to do more than just talk
about difficult issues, such as indigenous innovation schemes, government procurement policies, and
protecting intellectual property. We actually need to find meaningful actions between us that make a difference
in the leveling of that playing field. In recent days, we have seen positive steps by China to stop the spread of
nuclear weapons. And | think all of us appreciate Chinas vote for new sanctions against Iran at the United
Nations. Thats an important cooperative effort and an important measure of Chinas role in the world today. |
hope that China will now join with us and other members of the Security Council in aggressively implementing
these sanctions, and also in condemning North Koreas recent aggression against South Korea. Differences
remain, however, and its impossible to ignore them. We need to work to enhance our strategic dialogue, to
increase trust and reach new understandings. And this engagement should include high-level military-to-
military talks. And these talks shouldnt be switched off whenever one side perceives some kind of slight, the
slight of the moment, if you will, to its particular interests. If we want to build our capacity to manage global
crises together, those kinds of talks are even more important when tensions do arise. Even as we seek
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