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that end, he explains: (1) the conflict within the early church that called the story into being; (2) the nature
ofmidrash and the role that it played in the formation of the story. Perry then considers why Mark, the writer of
the first Gospel, decided to modify the Transfiguration story known to him and use it in his Gospel. Finally,
answers are provided for 12 questiosn frequently prompted by contemporary readings of this story. These
answers shed considerable light on the way the early church went about the task of preserving and interpreting
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