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Excerpt: . delivered the required pledge, but at the same time
another difficulty arose. Some sudden thought seemed to dart
across him, and on the point of separating, he eagerly got hold
of the manolo to detain him. Stay, Zurdo, he said, in a
hesitating tone, we have not done as yet. You have required a
pledge of me, and it is but just I should obtain a like security.
Blessed St. Joseph! what mean you, Senor Enriquez? What the
devil of a pledge can you wish for? Do you doubt my resolution
and courage? I am not such a cold, chickenhearted rascal as
ever to be troubled with foolish qualms? Here s plenty of
security for you. Can you wish for a better? As he pronounced
these words, he drew from under his cloak his large cuchillo, a
sharp double-edged blade, with a horn...
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