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Excerpt: . IV PUHT-O-MUK-SI-KIM-IKS (the LAKES INSIDE) St.
Mary s Lakes August 10. WE left Little River on the 5th, crossed
the big ridge dividing the Arctic and the Atlantic waters, and
made camp here on the big prairie at the foot of the Upper St.
Mary s Lake. In the old days this great valley, hemmed in by
gigantic mountains, was my favorite hunting ground after the
buffalo were exterminated and there was no more sport to be
had upon the plains. Hugh Monroe, or Rising Wolf, was, of
course, the first white man to see these most beautiful of all
our Northern Rockies lakes; with the Piegan Blackfeet he
camped at them in 1816, and long afterward, with his growing
family of hardy sons and daughters, this became his favorite
hunting and trapping ground. When, in the 1830 s, that valiant
and much...
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