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indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: .for the present, he gives the titles of several stories that occur through
the pages of Blackwood. The tales which he mentions are The Dead Alive, ,18 The Involuntary Experimentalist,
10 Passages from the Diary of a Late Physician, 20 and The Man in the Bell. 21 Poe s letters are further evidence
that he had his attention fixed on foreign quarterlies. He discusses with Judge Beverley Tucker the value of the
general tone of British criticism and the relative merits of certain of the chief English reviewers, Jeffrey and
Wilson in particular.22 He writes to Mr. J. P. Kennedy that by Loss of Breath he intended to satirize the
extravagance of Blackwood.23 Christopher North, the editor of Blackwood, seems always to have been to Poe a
type of the extravagant in critical commendation or blame. Poe maintained that North owed his tremendous
popularity in the critical world more to his great exuberance of spirits and dashing audacity than to any very
profound knowledge of critical principles.24 In fact, he seems to be generally of the opin S.L.M., vol. 1, p. 735. As
the story appeared in the Messenger, it was entitled Loss of Breath, a Talc d la Blackwood. American Museum,
vol. 1, p. 375. Later it will be shown how similar Poe s tale is to the Buried Alive in Blackwood s Edinburgh
Magazine, vol. 10, p. 262. Ibid., vol. 42, p. 487. Klbid., vol. 28, pp. 322, 474; vol. 32, pp. 279, 42,...
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